IMMEDIATE RELEASE ^ October 24, 1962 

Office of the While House Press Secretary jz^A* , 

„jvi c _ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 


MEMORANDUM TO EDITORS AND RADIO AND TELEVISION NEWS DI- 
RECTORS: 

The following information is considered vital to our national security and 
therefore will not be released by the Department of Defense. Despite this 
fact, it is possible that such information may come into the possession of 
news media. During the current tense international situation* the White 
House feels that the publication of such information is contrary to the pub- 
lic interest. We ask public information media of all types to exercise 
caution and discretion in the publication of such information. 

1) Any discussion of plans for employment of strategic or tactical forces 
of the United States including types of equipment and new or planned loca- 
tion of command or. control centers or detection systems. 

2) Estimates of United States capability of destroying targets, including 
numbers of weapons required, size and character of forces required, 
ability of these forces to penetrate defenses, and accuracy or reliability 
of our forces or weapon systems. 

3) Intelligence estimates concerning targets or target systems, such as 
numbers, types and locations of aiming points in the target system, enemy 
missile and bomber forces, etc. 

4) Intelligence estimates of enemy plans or capabilities, or information 
which would reveal the level of success of United States intelligence efforts 
or operations with respect to Cuba or the Communist Bloc. 

5) Details as to numbers or movements of United States forces, including 
naval units and vessels, aircraft, missile forces or ground forces, ammuni- 
tion, equipment, etc. Announcement may be made of such unit movements 
after the movement has been completed. 

6) Degree of alert of military forces. 

7) Location of aircraft or supporting equipment. Presence of aircraft ob- 
servable in the public domain may be confirmed. 

8) Emergency dispersal plans of aircraft and units including dispersal 
capabilities, times, schedules or logistical support. 

9) Official estimates of vulnerability to various forms of enemy action, in- 
cluding sabotage, of United States Armed Forces and installations. 

10) New data concerning operational missile distribution, numbers, opera- 
tional readiness. Estimates of effectiveness of strike capability of missile 
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Editors having doubts about information and wanting to establish whether 
or not it ia within the purview of this memorandum should contact the 
News Desk, Department of Defense, at OXford-5-3201, Washington, D.C, 
Such advice will be on an advisory basis and not considered finally binding 
on the editor(s). 
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